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(57)Abstract; 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image forming device which 
can efficiently share a printing job while considering a device that needs 
maintenance in a copying machine network system. 
SOLUTION: Relating to one optional equipment in a connected network 
system, a connection start button is depressed on an operation part, At 
that time, it is inquired of a slave machine through a connection I/F 
whether a current maintenance period of time is reached. When the 
slave machine already reaches the current maintenance period of time, 
connection operation is not performed. Thus, it is possible to prevent a 
faulty occurrence on the side of the slave machine before it happens. 
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